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conditions and for a pastoral people. Clearly the
Hebraic precepts are not binding on us; nor in
themselves perhaps very admirable. They were
tentative, we say, and far too harsh; we do not
condemn die adulteress to death, nor burn the
daughters of a priest for higlvliving.

The peculiarity of the old Jewish morality is its
barbaric severity. The penalties are excessive,
much more severe than the penalties founded in
the nature of things, which we do well to remenv
ber though perhaps not to imitate. This is one of
the difficulties. Nature punishes us, as we know;
are we justified in forestalling her sentences? "Let
him that is without sin among you first cast the
stone" seems to me decisive. The criminal is apt
to move me to pity, while the judge invariably ex'
cites me to contempt or indignation. But, how-
ever we may decide, it is certain that for many
a Long year to come society will punish breaches
of its code with a relentless severity which has
no intimate relation to equity.

We must, however, take Nature's punish'
ments into consideration, for they lie at the root
of all morals. "The wages of sin is death," said
the Jew, and the "iniquity of the father is visited
oil the children to the third and fourth genera-
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